Abstract
The current study proposed a model on explaining Chinese interpersonal behaviors, based on
the past research evidence and the guanxi conceptualization by Yang (1999). The model
consists of guanxi-oriented and person-oriented paths. In the guanxi-oriented path, Chinese
will determine interpersonal behaviors by using guanxi. The effect of guanxi is originated
from obligations, which are further conceptualized into hierarchical superiority/inferiority
and assumed affection. Another path is the person-oriented path, by which people will take
real affection, affected by instrumentality, into account when relating to other people. The
proposed model was validated empirically in this study by asking 447 Hong Kong university
students to complete an online questionnaire. For empirical validation, the scales for
assessing real affection, assumed affection and instrumentality in a relationship were
developed and proved in terms of reliability and validity. Results showed that the two routes
of the proposed model existed by path analysis, with several adjustments made. Apart from
the model validation, the current study also stimulated a dynamic mechanism for explaining
how the interactions among assumed affection, real affection and instrumentality during the

relationship development.
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Self-constructed guestionnaire

Scales for assumed affection

Assumed affection:
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Now, please answer the following questions according to the understanding of ordinary people (not
your interaction experience with this person with XX (guanxi)):

Please be reminded that the ordinary people they don’t realize your relationships and interaction
experience, but only know s/he is your XX (guanxi).
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English
They think s/he should be willing to form a
commonwealth with you
They think s/he should share his/her own
secret with you
They think s/he should understand very well
about your personality, hobbies, living habits
They think s/he should seek for your
condolence and support when in bad
encountering
They think the relationships two of you should
be pretty intimate
They think you should be willing to form a
commonwealth with him/her
They think you should share his/her own
secret with him/her
They think you should understand very well
about his/her personality, hobbies, living habits
They think you should seek for his/her
condolence and support when in bad
encountering
They think the relationships two of you should
be pretty intimate



Scales for real affection

Real affection:
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Please answered the following questions according to the personal interaction experience with this XX
(guanxi):
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English
You are willing to form a commonwealth with
him/her
You are willing share your own secret with
him/her
You understand very well about his/her
personality, hobbies, living habits
You will seek for your condolence and support
when in bad encountering
S//he is willing to form a commonwealth with
you
S/he is willing share your own secret with you
S/he understands very well about your
personality, hobbies, living habits
S/he will seek for your condolence and support
when in bad encountering



Scales for Instrumentality

Instrumentality :
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Please answered the following questions according to the personal interaction experience with this XX
(guanxi):
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English
According to the past interactions, his/her
behaviors (e.g. attitude toward you and how
to treat you)met your expectations
According to the past interactions, s/he
fulfilled the requirements of your guanxi (i.e.
in line with the courtesy required by that
guanxi)
You are very satisfied with the past interactions
with him/her
According to the past interactions, you think
continuing to interact with him/her is
beneficial to you
According to the past interactions, your
behaviors (e.g. attitude toward him/her and
how to treat you) met your expectations

According to the past interactions, you think
you fulfilled the requirements of your guanxi
(i.e. in line with the courtesy required by that
guanxi)

S/he is very satisfied with the past interactions
with you

According to the past interactions, you think
continuing to interact with him/her is
beneficial to him/her



Scales for hierarchical superiority/inferiority
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Scales for obligation demanding level

Participant’s perspective:
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Counterpart’s perspective:
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